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CORRESPONDENCE
Re: Does Fibrin Glue Reduce Complications
after Femoral Artery Surgery?
A Randomised Trial
Professor A. Bradbury, EJVES, Associate Editor,
Professor of Vascular Surgery, Lincoln House
(Research Institute), Birmingham Heartland Hospital,
Bordesley Green East, Birmingham.
20th December 2002
Dear Professor Bradbury,
We read with interest the article by Giovanni et al.1
and have several comments to make. Firstly we were
surprised that the trial was not made `` double blind''
in design as this could be achieved easily using a
`` placebo'' glue. Furthermore, it is unclear whether
the assessors were blinded to the randomisation
when comparing outcomes.
Also it seemed unusual that while those with
unilateral groin incisions were randomised to control
or glue, those with bilateral groin incisions were
randomised completely differently. A more useful
approach would have been to examine those with
bilateral groin incisions as a separate subgroup.
Finally, the authors stated that redo operation was
not a risk factor for lymphatic complications, how-
ever, the exact proportion was unclear. In summary,
we feel the paper highlighted the usefulness of fibrin
glue to augment wound closure however the trial
would have had more impact had it been more
carefully planned.
Yours sincerely
J. Stephens, P. Robless, M. Jenkins
and N. Cheshire
Regional Vascular Unit,
St Mary's Hospital, London
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